Qur'anic Method of Achieving Comprehensive Social Reform

The Qur'an, revealed to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and gradually declared to the believers over a period of time, depending on events. circumstances and situations, contains the principles of complete social reform. "In this manner, so that We may reinforce Your heart with it, and We have set it out in order. And they do not bring you any similitude, but that We bring you the truth, and a better one as exposition.(25:32-33)

This continued for some 23 years until the revelation was complete. preserved within the hearts of men, and written down. Allah had gathered therein an explanation for everything concerning the Muslim Ummah and the basis for complete social reform. This may be summar​ized under these headings

1. Godliness (i.e. everything that we do is for the sake of Allah alone )
2. The elevation of the human spirit.

3. The doctrine of reward and punishment.

4. The proclamation of the kinship of humankind.

5. Advancement for men and women together: the declaration of their joint responsibility and their equal​ity: the precise definition of their respective duties.

6. The safeguarding of society by stipulating the right to life, property, work. health freedom, education, and security for every member; and defining the le​gitimate sources of gain.
7. The control of the two instincts: the instinct of self-preservation and the instinct of the preservation of the species; he regulation of the alimentary and carnal demands.

8. Severity in punishing cardinal crimes.

9. The confirmation of the unity of the Ummah and condemnation of all the causes and symptoms of dis​unity.

10. The obligation of the Ummah to struggle for safeguarding the principles of justice provided by this order.

11. Valuing the state as an embodiment of the ideol​ogy, capable to defend itself, and responsible for ful​filling its aim within its own society as well as for con​veying it to mankind as a whole.

Practical Aspects:

This Qur'anic order stood in opposition to all other unchallenged systems and theoretical philosophies. It did not allow its principles and teachings to remain as theories in one's head, or ideas confined to books, or words not going further than the tongues of people. On the contrary, it instituted ways to establish them, to strengthen them, and draw profit from their effects and results.

It compelled the Ummah, which believed and owed allegiance to it, to guard their duties making them a must. Omission from these duties and giving in to whim​sical desires is simply unacceptable. Indeed, it rewards the worker, and punishes the negligent, such that it re​moves him from the boundaries set by the Islamic so​ciety and casts him in to an abyss. The most important duties, which this Islamic societal order has placed as a protective fence to establish its principles, are:

1. Prayer, dhikr, repentance, du'a, etc.

2. Fasting, chastity, warning against unnecessary lux​ury.

3. Zakah, almsgiving, expenditure for benevolent purposes.

4. Pilgrimage, travel, journeying, discovery and in​vestigation of bounty the world over.

5. Work, and the prohibition of begging.

6. Jihad and being militarily prepared to respond to the call of the Islamic state when called upon to bear arms in defense of the Islamic causes.

7. Commending the good and giving sound advice.

8. Forbidding evil and intervention when it takes place and against its perpetrators.
9. The obtaining of education and knowledge by eve​ry male and female Muslim in the various disciplines of life, each one in what suits him best.

10. Sound manners and behavior and assiduous cul​tivation of  high moral values.

11. Striving for physical health and control of the senses.

12. Social responsibility in social welfare and obe​dience.

Muslim is compelled to fulfill these obligations and put them into practice as the Qur'anic order has set them out. He must not slacken in performing any of them- for they have all been specified in the Noble Qur'an, and have been unequivocally illustrated in the deeds of the Prophet, his Companions and those who fol​lowed them in doing good, with simplicity and clarity.

The introduction on the local level of these social principles will lead to a global awakening of the Islamic spirit.
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